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' THE dBUCHANANS

March 22, 1901, Nowe & Herald, Winnsboro, 5.Cs . ‘

Captain John Buchanan and. his ﬁrother, Robo.rt‘,A c.ane to tliis". .
country from Ireland a few years before theA Revolutionary war. Robert '
regsided in charlekton-md taught a classical schooli. 'He,'with eleven
others, secured the charter for Mt. Zion College in 1777. He was &
lieutenant in the war and was capiured at the £all of Charleston and
died ¢n a British ship. ‘

Cepte. John Buchanan raised & company in rairfield,probabdbly |
from tho Scoteh-Irish settlers; svrved in the battld of Covponl and other :
battles of the Revolution. He was stationed et Georgetown, and at the
landing of LaFayette, wes the first American officer to welcome end enter-
tein the gallant Frenchman who did so mich to schieve the libertied of
our country. He had the honor of presemting LaFsyette with a fine horse.
Capte Buchenen had a body gservant named Fortune. His neme is attached to
a spring in a fine grove near Winnsboro, where Fortune cultivated e rice
patch. When LaFayette visited this country in 1825, Fortune went to
Lencaster to see him. 1he sentinel at first refused to admit the old
African, but he pernsted , und was admitted by order of Gen. LeFayette, .
who recognised him and wes rejoiced to see the gervent of his old friend,
Capt. Buchenen, though nesr fifty years had elapsed since Fortune hed

" blacked h:}a boots. This is not the only tine Fortune eppeared in public.
It 1is sa;d that during the French Revolution, the Captain inspired by

gratitude towerds Frence, a_nd dislike for Englend, sometimes on public




near Wmnsboro, and died in 1840,

Y
.4

29,

occasions, when full of mlitary en‘thus:.am and goed brendy, would don his

continental uniform, mount his wer stead, .and followed by ‘Fortune, his

body gusrd, would ride up end down the main zstreet of Winnsboro, to the
edmiretion of old Whigs‘énd the petriotic youth of the towne.

Some yesers aftefwarda, the Captain converted to Methodism

'b “Thundering” Jenkins, a stalwart éeacher of the da‘ ébandoned the , ol .

upholy ways of his youth , end n-lewig . gnd Major Henry Moare, .

nuilt the old squere brick Methodist church in Winnsboro. In passing, 'l;he
writer will state btha;t in a copy of Ramsey's Histo‘ry of South Carolina,
which was in the town librery about 1848, he resd in penciled notes, on the .
battle of Stono, made by Major Moore, thet he himself manned one of the

cannon at that battle at which time he was ensign, The old Major lived

Captam John Buchanen possessed high ability and character -.

oénjoined with much personal dignity. He wece precise in his menners ., end

a careful in hzs evparel. His portreit which hengs in G.H. McMester's

perlor is eeid to be e fine likeness of him end has the appearesnce of an

old style first class l&ethodisf bishope He, to the close of his life, wore

.knee breeches, atockmga, «~nd silver buckles on his shoes. He held several

:meorta.nt Federal offices , end was judge of ordinary during his life. John R.

' Buchanan, his nephs', a gentlemsn of grest worth and piety, succeeded him

- a8 ordinary, and held it during hie life. Capt John Buchanan kept & house

of enterteinment for some years end in /1805 he turned it over to his brother,

: Creigh‘bon Buchanen, and retumed to s bi'ick ‘house which he built on the h;ll.

T Early in the century he induced his brother Wilhan s femily to emigrate to

winnsboro, consisting of the widow, her sonm, John R., one daughter who

married Jemes McCreight, one (sic), the Rev. Wm. Carliale , whose sons, Prof.

i 4 Aecliela and fant . Tohn Carlisle. now reside in Spartenburgj end & .,éds«/

t
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who married John Lewis, v )

He had no children. He married -Saliie Burr:ey‘ ﬁilling, vthe widow
of David Milling, whose two deughters, Sarah and Mary, mwarried Thomas and
John Means, two young men from Massachusetts, but of Irish ﬁarents,.ﬁhoée.
descendants in Fairfield ﬁave been honored for their ability, conrago;
kindness of heart and hospitality. Capt. Hugh Milling, brother of David
Milling, was another noble soldier of the Revolution.

| Capt. B, died in 1824, aged 74. His remains rest near the church

of which he was the chief founder.

GEN . JOHN PUCHANAN, .

the eldest son of Creighton Buchenan, was born on Little River , neer |
Buchenan's Ford, in 1790, He received his academic educetion at Mt.’Zioﬁ
College, end greduated at the South Carolina College in 18ll. During the
War of 1812 he was adjutent of a regiment in and around Charleston. His first
uniform was spun, woven and made by his sister, Rachel, The wool sheared,
was then woven and the suit made in one week., ' Thie time, except in rare
instances, all artitles of clothing were the product of home industry among
the people of Fairfield. After the declaration of peace, Gen. Buchanan
taught school at Sillisonville, then returned to Winnsboro, studied law
with Capt. Clark , and was his pertner for some years.

He afterwards held the office of commissioner in equity. He
inherited consideradble property from his uncle, Capt. John Buchanan,
end combined.planting with the practice of law, As & lawyer he stood for
years at vthe head of the bar. He was & good student and had one of the best
libreries - legel end miscelleneous - in the up-counity. His style of
. apeaking wes entirely ergumentative. He had no rhetoricel flourishes or
graces of oratory, but such was the confidences in his spotless integrity

that he was generally successful in his cases.
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The War of 1812 renewed the military spirit which had begun to
wane after the Revulotioﬁ, and there was great embition among young
men to attain military honors. \The young captain'was full of the
military enthusissm of the day and wes soon promoted to the highest
military position of Major General, which he held to the end of his
life, His eompetifor'uas General Blair, of Camden, the Congressuman
who subsequently committed suicide while attending a session of Congress.

'When Generel Buchanan first went to the bar at Winnsbogough (es it
was then spelled), there were very few men in the district who had the
advantage of a college education. The only greduates of colleges af
tﬁat time in the district were §amuel C. Berkley, Datid, Robert and
Thomas Meens, John B. McCell end E.G. Palmer, Wm. Woodward, Robert Barkley
and N.P. Cook, who left college before gradustion. General Buchanan
came into public life a few years eftef the great senatorial contest
between Samuel Johnson , whose supporters were Scotch-Irish , and
Jemes Alston , the father of Wm. J. Alston, whose followers wers the
Virginians and the country born.

Party spirit ran high , but the Scotch-Irish and their descendants

" sent  Samuel Johnson to the Semate,

The Wer of 1812 fused .11 the discordant elements , and Generel

' Buchanen, & young soldier and a graduste of the Stete College, end liked

by his numerous kinsfolk end connections, most of whom were well-to-do

farmers and substantial Presbyteriens , soon ceme to the front , and in

" 1832 we find him a leader in the ceuse of nullification . He maintained

his great popularity for a longer period than any other man‘has ever done

7;n Feirfield District. For wore than a ﬁuarter of a century he represented

his people in the State Legisleture. He vas é splendid eléctioneerere.

He would ride in his sulky from house to house, stop with his friends,
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and discourse on subjects that were geﬁerally instructive. Hié talks ﬁere
frequently illustrested by references to books of learning. His histori&alr
al-- and apparent knowledge in its depertments , combined with a dignitj'
which never forsook him, gave him a reputstion of being wise and profound.
Indeed, when his habit of drinking geemed to threaten his usefulness, it. -
was frequently remarked by his friends that they would rather have the old
General in spite of his failing, than eny other man in the district.

ﬁis conduct in every other respect was exalted . No one ever heard &
profane word from his lips , end he had the greetest contempt for any ane |
who related & vulgar ancedote. His standard of duty wes %vlovated, refined
end without reproach. He had & supreme disdain for the arts which is the
chief stock in trade of most politicians of the present day;'

General Buchanan merried Harriet Yongue, a daughter of old Parson
Yongue, who came to Winnsboro from North Carolina in the last centuryj;
taught at Mt. Zion, and preached et Jackson Creek and Vateree churchese
His eldest son, John M., lives in Texas; Semuel, his second son, died at
25 years of ege. He was an excellunt -gentleman und a superb orator.
When Hon. W.C. Preston heard of his death , he exclaimed, " The Commonwealth
h.s sustained a great loss."

Cenerel Buchenan's third child was Ann, who married Reve Edwerd
Palﬁer, who is now ﬁ Presbyterian preacher in Louisisna. His youngest sone
William Creighton, graduated et the South Carolina College in 1852, He was
brave, kind hearted end true. He studled law, went to Kensas to engage in
the proapective fights with the Free Soilers and spent two yeers there. -
When the Confederaje War broke out he wes mede adjutant of the 12th South
Carolina Vodunteers and fell , mortally wounded in the battle of Chantilly
in 1862. Generel John Buchanan was e grest advocate of learning, a strong

supporter of Mt. Zion, and lavished money in bestowing upon his children
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the advantages of a high educﬁtion. He died in 1862,
‘CREIGHTON BUCHANAN

was too young'to accompany his brothers , John end Robert , to America
before the Revolution,

.Hb with his wife Mary Millikem, settled in 1789 , on land belonging
to his brother John , now owned by Ed. Robinson , near Little River. In 1795
he moved with his wife and children 9 Jom., Rachel and Marthe s to a place
neqr Jackson Creek churchj the church et that time was being built of
rough unhewn stones. His mother 4 who lived with him, died and ;;s buried
on the west dide of Jackson Creek below the Milling burial grounde. He
afterwards bought the farm on Little River , now owned by T. Harden. In 1805
he removed to Winnsboro and bought hic brother John's tevern. Capt. Hugh
Milling end Capt. James Phillips, uncle of Creightem Buchemen, lived near by
on the eest side of the road, lsading from Belle's bridge to Columbiea.
Genersl R, Winn lived on the plsce now occupied by W. Turner.

Jas., Phillips was e loyalist, though a Scotch~Irishumen, fho
almost universelly were rebels. A lerge proportion of Marion's men were
Scotch-Irish, and the history of the county is illustrated by their deeds.
The captein had the good fo;tune never to meet any of his kindred in battle,
who were all rebels, being assigned to commend at St. Augustine, where he
pemained during the whole war. He lived in Chﬂrleston, but after 1776 his
wife with her 39ns; Smith, Robert, and James , moved to Jackson Creek among
" her kine ~Jamés lived to a good old age , and was a school-master and county
'surveyor. |

“hen Capt. Phillips returned home after seved years absence. .

‘his wife. for a time , refused to be reconciled to himi The Captain being e
" gentlemen of culture and of high moral cheracter, soon mitigasted the
hospitelity of his neighbors and lived for meny years highly respected.

He, Gen, Winn end Capt, Hugh Milling were boon corpanions and met almoaj

TPWEY £ et ma e

r




34,

daiij.at each others houses to read the n;wspa;ers gnd diséuss literary
and poiitical metters., His elder brother, Colonel John Phillips, also be.ng
a Tory, was put in- cormand et Winnsboro when Comwallis left., He wos a just,
and humene man. At diffefent times he saved the lives of Jhigs who were
about to be executed by the order of Cornwallis, among them being Colonel
John and Minor Winn , and he always endeavored to check the rapine and
cruelty of his followers.

At the cloée of the war, he learned that one of his daughters
was about to merry a Mr. McMullin at & church in Charlestog where he lived._
He rushed to the church, forcibly took his daughter, snd with his femily
went bcck to Irelend. Colonel Phillips-wes a man of wealth aﬁd education ,ﬁsnd-
on his return to Irelsnd, he wes esppointed a pension ofticer end held it for
lifes '

Creighton Buchenen svent his last days on his farm, nowbowned
by McCants, near Winnsboro. He wes & quiet , intelligent end devout man, and
was much respected by his neighbors, He left surviving him by his firet
marriage, Gen. John Buchanen, Mrs. Rachel MclMaster; Mortha, a brilliafé
young lady , hed died at 18 years of age. The children of his second wife
were Elize, who married J. McKinney Elliott; Robert, who is now a retired
physicien residing in Tinnsboro, and Calvin, who removed to Texas in 1844,

Creighton Buchenan died in 1823, eged 63.
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